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Thus, though long years had established the reputation of
Madame Ristori in her native land, it was eclipsed by the
more brilliant one a few weeks procured her in France. The
perfect classic outline of this great talent had been hitherto
fully admitted, but it remained for a Parisian audience—an
audience of consummate critics, too long accustomed to excel-
lence to tolerate mediocrity—to discern its mystic and ethereal
characteristics. Hence the triumph of the great artiste was in
France as complete as it was rapidly achieved.
The difference is easily accounted for.
To Italy belong bold and vivid feelings—enthusiasm that
carries all before it—the passionate admiration of perfection
of form, brilliancy of coloring, of the music which in that priv-
ileged land seems the echo of the hymn of joy with which the
creation greets its Creator.
To France belongs the severe analyzation of the beauties of
Nature, the more intimate realization of the dreaming, delicate
touches of Art, a more studied appreciation of the undefined
and shadowy subtleties of thought.
In Madame Ristori her countrymen admired the deep pas-
sions and energy that gave such startling reality to each part
she represented.
In France these were equally admired, while the profound
knowledge of human nature displayed in every glance, every
gesture, every intonation of her .flexible and musical voice,
were better appreciated; and the soft, vague melancholy,
which at times veils and spiritualizes the look of this actress,
recalling visions of Ossian's daughters of, the mist or of the
gentle Undine of our German neighbors, was far better un-
derstood by the French than by the Italians.
The great originality of Madame Ristori's style consists
chiefly in the union, so rarely met with, of dreamy reverie
and ardent passion. This characteristic, so specially her own,
is portrayed on her countenance; the aspiration toward .the
ideal is in every feature; the purity of the brow, the oval
contow of the face, the somewhat severe lines of the Roman
nose, the nameless grace of those of the mouth, indicate the
feelings, a heartfelt sense of the beautiful, and the love
is virtuous and good.

